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Mark 5:1 - 6:56 

Matthew and Luke also record the incident of the demoniac, though they named the place a little differently. This is probably because they referred to the general area of the healing while Mark, a native of Galilee, was more precise in his identification of the spot. 

Is there such a thing as demon possession? If we are to believe Jesus’ witness, the answer must be “Yes”.  While all of the physical and mental disorders were in existence then as now, we err if we assume that the Biblical records of demon possession should be attributed to an ignorance of medicine. Matthew even listed epilepsy and demon possession as two separate conditions healed by Jesus. (Matt. 4:24 NASB) 

Jairus’ daughter’s resurrection has been the focus of many Bible study hours. It was a wonderful event that not only restored a lost child to her parents, but demonstrated Jesus’ power even over death. Another interesting point in the story, however, is the fact that her father was an official of the synagogue. Not all Jewish religious leaders rejected Jesus. Many believed that the long awaited Messiah had come!


Chapter 6 begins with a trip to Nazareth, where Mary and Joseph had raised Jesus. (Joseph is not mentioned in the Bible as being involved in Jesus’ life after the age of 12 years, so it is assumed that Mary was widowed early in life. We also assume this because from the cross Jesus assigned John as Mary’s caretaker.)  It is sad that in addition to telling the crowds that a prophet was without honor in his hometown, Jesus added “…and among his own relatives….” Imagine the pain for Jesus that this brought. Not only did some of His relatives, including His half-siblings, consider Him demented, but He knew how wrong they were and that if they persisted in their unbelief, they would be lost to Him eternally. 


Unlike Matthew, Mark says that Jesus “could do no miracle” there rather than merely that He did no miracles in Nazareth. Jesus was not limited in what He could do, but chose to honor their unbelief by granting them their expectations. 


Five thousand men (this doesn’t count the women and children who there) were fed by five loaves of bread and two fish.  Believe it or not, some have preached that the miracle of this event was that so many could be happy with so little because of the love of Jesus! They ignore the fact that it would have been pretty hard for the original food items to have filled twelve baskets, let alone the crumbs left over after the crowd had eaten!!

Verse 52 of chapter 6 says that the disciples’ hearts were “hardened”. This doesn’t imply an obstinate disbelief like that of the Pharisees. The disciples, as was mentioned in an earlier comment, were learning. It isn’t surprising that even with miracles going on around them, it was difficult to realize that the Son of God was their traveling companion and teacher. As John D. Grassmick says in his commentary on Mark, “they were [still] spiritually imperceptive.” That is a good note to end on for this time. It is wonderful to know that even the disciples could be as foggy as we at times. Like them, God keeps loving us, encouraging us, and helping us grow to know Him better every day. 
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